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Robert A Hovde, class of 1972, is the 2016 
Distinguished Alumnus.  Known as Rob by 
his high school friends and teachers, Rob 
graduated with distinction from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota in 1976 earning a 
Bachelor of Science Business Accounting 
Degree.  Rob passed the CPA exam in 
1977 and practiced as an Audit Manager in 
the area of corporate planning and taxa-
tion.  In 1982 Rosenõs Diversified, Inc. 
hired Rob as their Controller for their Ag-
ricultural Chemical Distribution Group 
headquartered in Fairmont, Minnesota.  In 
1984 Rob was appointed to Chief Financial 
Officer of Rosenõs Diversified, Inc.  He has 
held that position ever since. 

During Robõs tenure at Rosenõs, the com-
pany has grown from a having a consolidat-
ed sales revenue of around $100 million to 
a company with revenues of $4 billion and 
which currently employs nearly 5,000 em-
ployees with good paying jobs and great 
benefits. Today Rosenõs Diversified is 

ranked in the top 200 largest privately held 
businesses in the United States. 

Rob was a high energy go-getter at Edison, 
and he obviously has carried that attribute 
over into his adult life.  He and his wife 
Helen have òfour wonderful children.ó  In 
addition to working hard to build Rosenõs 
business, Rob found time to be church 
treasurer, Sunday School Teacher, youth 
hockey coach for 11 years and serve on sev-
eral non-profit boardsñand basically to 
volunteer for whatever needs to be done.   

As one of Robõs former coaches, I have 

great satisfaction in his accomplishments; 

especially his commitment to òplay it for-

wardó as revealed by Robõs involvement in 

community activities. It is especially re-

warding to know that the young lineman, 

who played in the mud and dust of the Edi-

son field always with a smile on his face, has 

become the kind of leader that we believe 

Edison helped influence and shape him 

into who he is today.  The ECSF is 

proud to welcome Rob Hovde to our 

list of Distinguished Alumni.   

Save the Date 

 

May Scholarship/Fundraiser 

Monday, May 2nd 

Scholarships and Distinguished 

Alumni Presentation  (Honoree 

Rob Hovde) Thursday, May 26th, 

9am EHS Auditorium 

Eastside Parade Tuesday, June 

21st , 2016 

Golf Tournament Monday, July 

25th Columbia Golf Course/

Manor 

 

Please join fellow Edison alumni, teachers, friends and 2016 E.C.S.F. scholarship recipients at the  
32nd Annual May Scholarship Dinner and Fundraiser on Monday May 2nd at Jax Cafe,1928 University 
Avenue. Social starts at 6:00 P.M. and Dinner is served at 7:00 P.M. Tickets are 150.00 per couple and 
includes a steak dinner for two people, one raffle ticket for a chance to win some amazing cash prizes! 

 In addition there will be a wine raffle, beautiful silent auction and some other great surprises waiting for 
you.  For tickets contact your favorite Board Member, purchase online at www.mplsedisonalumni.com 

or contact Dick Anderson at  (612) 788-3991, dick@andersonsfurnitureandcarpet.com  . 

The Board is seeking committee volunteers to help set up, collect silent auction items and solicit wine for the raffle.  
If you have an item youõd like to donate please contact Beth Fairley at (651) 485-3716  or Mary Dalbec at (763) 245-0299  today  

to arrange for pick up. Your business of Class will be thanked in our program as well as the bid card. 
Still have questions, please send us an email  at EdisonCSF@aol.com. 

Tickets to this event go fast,  and we do expect to sell out. Don't miss your chance to attend,  
Contact Us Today! 

"Class Forwards" book is selling fast, and will be available at the ECSF dinner or you can inquire with Carol Larson via email caroldavidlarson@aol.com. 

Show Your Tommie Spirit and Pride at the 2016 Edison Community & Sports 
Foundation  

mailto:EdisonCSF@aol.com
mailto:caroldavidlarson@aol.com


Greetings Fellow Tommies, 

Itõs been said good things come in 
bunches. So if thatõs true it ex-
plains why it has been a good year 
at Edison and the ECSF. We have 
finally contracted out the work to 
be done on our display cases for 
our Alumni Room at the school. 
It is exciting to see how the 
room, designed by Cindy Bach 
õ73, has nicely developed into 
such a useful space where activi-
ties happen both during and after 
school. With that being said we 
are going to need some special 
artifacts related to Edison or 
Northeast to fill our nearly 28 
feet of display cases. So if you 
have some nice memorabilia that 
you think might be interesting for 
people to see, please let us know. 
Also, the display cases will be 
designed to carry a tray for every 
graduation class since Edison be-
gan in 1922. So anyone visiting 
the room can have access to see-
ing a wide variety of years of 
memories at their fingertips. 

Indeed Breweryõs has again extend-
ed the ECSF an opportunity to host 
another òEdison Oktoberfestó 
fundraiser night on Wednesday 
October 26 from 3:00 PM to 
11:00 PM. The òIndeed We Canó 
community giving campaign, in 
which the brewery offers to give all 
profits made from beer sales to a 
charity organization, has selected 
us again as a favored community 
charity. Last year we had a great 
time and this year we have a lot 
more notice to get the word out to 
people to come and enjoy the ex-
citement of the Northeast brewery 
scene. 
The last phase of the four phase 
building construction project on 
Edison starts this June. The entire 
building will be completely air 
conditioned and wired when they 
are finished in August. Along with 
this will be the completion of the 
football stadium water conserva-
tion system project, the electric 
solar panels on the gym roof will 
be installed and the new field con-
cession stand will in place. So it 

can easily be said that a lot of dust 
will be in the air over a three 
month period at your old school. 
I want to point out our Annual 
May Scholarship Dinner at Jax is 
coming up on Monday May 2nd. It 
is a great event to gather and help 
our future Tommie alums with an 
opportunity to go to college. Plus 
you get to see some great people, 
have a wonderful meal at one of 
the best restaurants in Minneapolis 
and maybe win some big money in 
the process. A dinner for two tick-
et is only $150 and includes two 
filet mignon meals, desert and a 
chance of a grand prize of $2,000. 
Only 125 tickets are sold so please 
pick up one soon before theyõre 
gone. Contact one of our members 
for tickets or more information. 
So if you are interested in some 
fun activities this year or in wear-
ing a hard hat this summer, stop 
down and check out all the inter-

esting things going on 
at Edison. 

     Go Tommies! 

 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT                                M ICHAEL IACARELLA 
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President,  
Michael Iacarella 

In Memory Of  

John Aguilar ô63 

Allen Anderson 

Leroy Altermatt ô48 

Donald Drane ô58 

Joyce (Holme) Gustafson 

Jean (Godfrey) Guzy ô56 

Carl Holmgren 

Jim Horn ô49 

Vivian (Anderson) Janowiec 

John Mae ô48 

Helen (Jenkins) Mariette ô44 

H. Norman Nafstad  

Leroy Piche ô48 

Iona (Fluth) Quiring ô49 

Ron òRockyó Tigue ô52 

Donna Walicki ô49 

 

 
Jean Audrey (Godfrey) Guzy Edison Class of 56 

Robert (Bob) Guzy was an ECSF board member from its inception, and he and his family have been longtime supporters.  We were greatly 

saddened by the passing of Bobõs wife, Jean Audrey (Godfrey) Guzy; and we extend our deepest sympathies.   We know much about Bobõs 

leadership and accomplishments, including his being elected to our Hall of Fame and being honored as a Distinguished Alumnus.  As is often 

the case, we knew little about Jean.  Her passing allowed us to learn that she was the quiet force who supported and completed the Guzy fami-

ly, from husband Bob; to children Grant and Nicole;  to her grandchildren; and to her great-grandchildren.   

 31st Annual Edison Golf Tourney at Columbia in NE Mpls!  

This Art Solz/Frank Rog Memorial Golf Tournament will be held again at Columbia 
Golf Course on Monday, July 25, 2016. As always, we are planning many fun events and con-

tests. The Scramble Golf Tournament will begin at 11:30 AM. The driving range will be available 
free of charge beforehand. During the day, before and after golfing, there will be a Silent Auction with 

some great donated auction items to bid on. After golfing and some socializing, there will be a buffet dinner 
served by Stanleyõs Northeast Bar Room. The dinner will be followed by awards & distribution of some great 

prizes. We expect to fill the golfing spots with 144 golfers so we recommend early registration to be sure there 
will be a spot for you.  

There will also be the option available for non-golfers to join in this fun event by registering for dinner only!  
Golf starts at 11:30 AM and Dinner will be served at 5:30 on July 25, 2016 at Columbia GC Manor.   

****Paid Golf and Dinner registrations received before July 1, 2015 will be price reduced. **** 
Call or email John Vandermyde with questions ð 612-363-4752 ð johnwvan@gmail.com 

Save th
e Date! 

*E
arly

 Sign Up* 
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Scholarship Opportunities for Edison 2016 Graduates                                          By John Vandermyde ô58 

There are many advantages to attending and graduating from Edison High School.  Edison offers a broad range of courses and great teach-
ers. Included is the International Baccalaureate program, Advanced Placement courses, College Courses in High School, the Voyager 
Business program, and many other wide ranging courses and options.  
The extracurricular options are many and diverse. Every student at Edison is able to participate in whatever activity satisfies their inter-
ests and talents. Participation is needed and encouraged. Edison has several sports teams spread throughout each season, choirs and 
bands, theater, robotics, math and debate teams, and so on.  
One of the advantages unique to Edison is the amazing level of Scholarships and financial aid available.  Many students who do well aca-
demically and participate in activities and life of the school, are almost assured of some level of scholarship award and financial support 
toward their post high school education choices. Last year, the 2015 graduates had about 1.2 million dollars in scholarship awards made 
available to them.  Approximately 70 students benefitted by receiving some level of reward for their success as student citizens at Edison.   
The Scholarships and other financial awards come from many sources.  Generous Alumni, that remember their experiences at Edison 
fondly and want to give something back, have established scholarships.  Many organizations within the community offer scholarships.  
Corporations and Businesses that realize the benefit of and need to support and encourage post high school education offer scholarships.  
Colleges, Universities, and Technical schools reach out to Edison students to make opportunities available.  All of these sources of sup-
port recognize the value of helping students that graduate from the inner-city urban schools.  Edison students are highly motivated to 
succeed and willing to work hard. 
The Edison Community & Sports Foundation (ECSF) is one of the organizations that has been providing scholarships to Edison students 
for more than 30 years. We began with the Pete Guzy Scholarships for a boy and girl that achieved success as athletes and also as good 
students. Pete Guzy was a successful football and baseball coach at Edison. Next came the Art Solz õ55 scholarships for a boy and girl. 
Art was a successful athlete at Edison and strong Edison supporter for many years. Another pair of scholarships for a boy and girl was es-
tablished to honor former Edison athlete, coach, teacher, and ECSF Board member Guil Parsons ô38. A few years ago, we established 
the Lorraine Lindahl Scholarship. Lorraine had 6 children graduate from Edison and she served as a Board member of the ECSF for 
many years. She left a financial legacy to Edison. Last year, with the support of Frank Rogõs õ50 family and friends, we established 
scholarships for a boy and girl. Frank was an excellent student athlete at Edison and the U of M, a founding Board member of the ECSF, 
and was successful as a businessman, as a mayor and in community service to the city of Roseville Minnesota. Other scholarships such as 
the Robert Janõ48 & Gerry Nehotte scholarship, the Mike & Vicky Iacarella õ75 scholarship, the Kozacz õ38 Family scholarship, 
the Ralph Strangis õ54 scholarship, the Larson family scholarship, and the Bernie Kunza scholarship are administered by the ECSF. 
Another set of scholarships has been provided for many years by Bill Chorske ô54, a successful Alum who is in the Edison Hall of Fame 
and a Distinguished Alumni award recipient.  
The ECSF was established in 1984 to honor students, coaches, 
and special people that have contributed to the success of Edi-
son High School and the Northeast Community. We created 
the Hall of Fame and Distinguished Alumni Awards. We carry 
out many fundraising events and activities, including an Annu-
al Dinner in May at JAX Café, the Art Solz/ Frank Rog Golf 
Tournament in July at Columbia Golf Course, Oktoberfest/
Homecoming festivities in the fall, and the All School Reun-
ions for the 75th, 85th, and 90th Anniversaries of Edison High 
School.  One of our more recent endeavors has been to estab-
lish a very nice Alumni Room in the school (Room 104). It is 
still a work in progress and we are soliciting support and 
memorabilia for the Alumni Room. We also operate charita-
ble gambling sites at Stanleyõs and the Broadway Pub. 
On May 26, 2016 at 9:00 AM, the Student Award Ceremony 
will be held at Edison in the newly remodeled Auditorium. 
Once again, approximately 70 students will receive scholar-
ship and achievement awards. We will also be honoring the 
Distinguished Alumni selection for this year. His name is Rob-
ert Hovde, a 1972 graduate of EHS. All are welcome to attend 
this ceremony.      

2015 ECSF Scholarship Recipients, 
2015 Distinguished Alumni Pam Stegora Axberg,  

Principal Carla Steinbach, and Board Members 
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News from Edison High School              Principal Carla Steinbach 

gram is an integral part of Edisonõs cur-
rent green initiative and campus improve-
ments which includes construction of a 
greenhouse and community garden this 
spring.  Next year, we can expect a con-
tinuation of the Spark-Y classes at Edison, 
which will extend out to our new outdoor 
spaces. 
The hope is to use the produce from the 
community garden in local restaurants as 
well as next year's aquaponics production 
facility in the school cafeteria. (Check out 
MPS' Garden to Cafeteria program! 
http://
nutritionservices.mpls.k12.mn.us/
school_gardens)  
This program opens doors for student in-
ternships and possible future job opportu-
nities in the Northeast community and at 
Spark-Y. 
Zachary Robinson is the Executive Direc-
tor of Spark-Y and works closely with the 
education facilitators in educating our stu-
dents and giving them real-world applica-
tions of sustainability, entrepreneurship, 
construction, science and math. 

I am pleased to announce a new partner-
ship with Spark-Y, an urban agriculture 
program, at Edison called EASY PRO - 
Edible Agricultural School Yard Profes-
sional.  This program prepares our stu-
dents for the green jobs of tomorrow by 

connecting 
agricultural 
studies with 
entrepre-
neurship/
busi-
ness.  Stu-
dents re-
ceive addi-
tional bene-

fits of learning about healthful food choic-
es, where our food comes from, and how 
natural food choices contribute to a 
healthier lifestyle. 
The curriculum gives students a hands-on 
opportunity to learn how to construct and 
maintain aquaponics, vermicomposting, 
and zero waste systems (see 
the article published in the Northeaster 
newspaper on 2/10/16 - p.3). This pro-

Many Edison Alumni can remember how 
participating in performing and visual art 
activities at Edison touched their 
lives.  Some Alumni continue to participate 
in the Edison Alumni Marching Band or 
remember working with Ms. Boustikous in 
a theater production.  Through theater, 
choir, and band, students learn to be self-
confident in front of an audience and to 
work as part of a group to achieve a com-
mon goal.  By creating Visual Art pieces, 
such as paintings, pottery, and photog-
raphy, students learn how to express them-
selves and provide a venue for their voice 
without words.  In addition to the commu-
nity benefit of having beautiful artwork in 
our neighborhood, research has demon-
strated that youth who participate in vari-
ous artistic endeavors also are able to 
demonstrate improve academic achieve-
ment. 

The Edison 
Fine Arts  
Department 
offers vocal 
and instru-
mental music classes including choir and 
band, 2-D and 3-D visual art classes at mul-
tiple levels, and an after-school theater pro-
gram.   
The Fine Arts Department is active, crea-
tive, and is connecting to the Northeast 
Community of Artists.  The Edison admin-
istration has been supportive of the depart-
mentõs efforts to provide new experiences 
to Edison students. However, as the Fine 
Arts Department spreads itõs wings, it is 
becoming apparent that to continue to grow 
and expand, additional funding is needed to 
offer quality art experiences for Edison Stu-
dents.  There are items needed that may not 
be able to be funded by school district 

funds, such as new band/orchestra instru-
ments, a pottery wheel, a new kiln, mate-
rials for stage props and costumes for a 
Theater Production, and paint and sup-
plies to be able to create a mural in the 
community as part of Art-a-Whirl in 
May. 
If you love performing or visual arts and 
you have a passion for Edison, please con-
sider helping establish the Edison Fine 
Arts Legacy Fund.  There will be more 
information at the Edison Community 
and Sports May Dinner.  If you would like 
to discuss how you could help out with 
the Edison Fine Arts Legacy Fund. Please 
contact Max Athorn, Edison Advanced Aca-
demics Coordinator and fine arts teacher at 
612-668-135
(max.athorn@mpls.k12.mn.us); or contact 

Jill Davis, parent  at 612-741-4162   
jdavismpls@hotmail.com. 

The Edison Fine Arts Legacy Fund: Nurturing Artistic Talent for Future Generations    by Max Athorn  

Edison Tommie Booster Parent Group 
Sponsoring the Class of 2016 Senior  

All Night Party 

The Edison Tommie Booster Parent Group 
will be sponsoring the Edison All Night Party 
for the Class of 2016 for the 4th Year in a row.  
The Edison Tommie Parent Group restored 
this tradition for Edison Students in 2013, 
after the event had been absent from the 

school for over 7 years.  We are so excited to 
be sponsoring this event, but we would love 
to have the assistance of Edison Alumni to 

make this a fun event for our students.  What 
do we need?  People (Volunteers), Funds, and 
Prizes.  We are so grateful that several of Edi-
sonõs Teacherõs volunteer every year, includ-
ing ECSFõs President, Mike Iacarella and Vicki 
Iacarella. In order to keep the event afforda-
ble, we need to raise about $3,500.  In addi-
tion, we like to give out several prizes such 
Dorm Fridgeõs, I- PADs, or gift cards to vari-
ous local establishments.  If you are able to 
help out in some way to the 2016 Senior All 

Night Party, contact Jill Davis (612-741-4162 or 

jdavismpls@hotmail.com).  If you would like to 
make a financial contribution, you may write 
and mail a check to ECSF and make a note 
that it is for the Senior All Night Party.   

You may also donate on-line at the ECSF web-
site ð note Senior All Night Party. 

http://nutritionservices.mpls.k12.mn.us/school_gardens
http://nutritionservices.mpls.k12.mn.us/school_gardens
http://nutritionservices.mpls.k12.mn.us/school_gardens
http://spark-y.org/
http://www.nenorthnews.com/extraFiles/160210Northeaster.pdf
mailto:max.athorn@mpls.k12.mn.us
mailto:jdavismpls@hotmail.com
mailto:jdavismpls@hotmail.com


PAGE 5 STAYING  CONNECTED  BETWEEN THE PAST AND  PRESENT 

 

Email your  
Class  

Reunion  
Announcement  

to EdisonCSF@aol.com 

Please help us get in contact with classes 
from the 80õs -present.  Class lists are no 
longer public information and weõd like to 
keep these Alumni informed of whatõs go-

ing on at Edison too.  

If you know of someone who may be able 
to help us get in contact with theses clas-
ses please pass on our contact information 

or have them contact us. 

All Things NE! 
Go the Buzz to sign up for the  

Weekly Newsletter 

www.NEMplsOnline.com 

Diõs Print 
  1420 E Hennepin Ave 
  Minneapolis, MN 55414 
  612-788-0044  

  
 Proudly Serving the Edison Community!! 

Edison Class of 1981 
SAVE THE DATE : Friday, August 12th at 7:00 P.M.  
Elsie's Restaurant, Bar, and Bowling Center 
729 Marshall Street NE  Mpls MN 55413 

Edison Class of 1976 
The Edison Class of 1976 will celebrate their 40th Class Reunion on Saturday, September 
24, 2016 at Elsieõs, 729 Marshall Street NE, Minneapolis.  Social hour 6:00pm-7:00pm, buffet 
dinner at 8:00pm. RSVP NOW online at Edison76.com   Any questions email Cathy Bishop at 
clbishop@gmail.com 
 
Edison Class of 1960 
The Edison Class of 1960  will hold a Class Reception on June 8th , 4-9pm or later. At El-
sie's- 729 Marshall St. NE Mpls. http://www.elsies.com/ Cost - $5 at the door and cash bar. 
A casual gathering in our own special room to reconnect and catchup to get summer 2016 start-
ed on the right foot. Elsie's will prepare hors d'oeuvre so that we can roam, munch and visit. 
Please RSVP - Respond with email by June 1st to Sjmarien@aol.com (Sandy Eklund Marien),or 
david@sadlerfamily.org (David Sadler),. Please RSVP if st sll possible, but donõt hesitate to stop  

Edison Class of 1951 
The Edison High School class of 1951 will have a reunion event, Monday, Sept. 26, at 11:30 
a.m., at the Moose Bar and Grill, 356 Monroe St. NE. For more information or to share 
classmatesõ phone numbers, contact Mary Ann Sarich (Erickson) at 612-787-6750 or erick-
son3652@gmail.com.  

Happy 90th Birthday Ruben Wenzel! 
Ruben Wenzel, one of the most popular teachers ever at Sheridan, Northeast, and finally Edison 
High School, is turning 90 on May 6th.  A few of his friends have decided it would be nice to 
have an event at Jax Cafe starting at 1pm.  Lunch and/ or drinks would be each person's 
responsibility. Please contact Richard Sherva at 763-360-5075. or by E-mail is 

You Can Advertise Too! 
Next Issue $50.00  as space allows  

Contact Shaun Wakaruk at  
(763) 286-1830 or  

email your Business info to Edi-
sonCSF@aol.com 

Providing Exceptional Personal Service 

When we sell your home in 2016 the Kurt Nowacki Real  

Estate Team will donate 100% of our NET proceeds to the  

Edison Community & Sports Foundation!   

GO TO:  EdisonLegacyFund.com to Learn More! 

YǊƛǎǝ !Φ [ŀǊǎƻƴ 
смн-рон-пфмф 
мнлм /ƻǳƴǘȅ wŘΦ 9Φ Імло 
!ǊŘŜƴ IƛƭƭǎΣ ab ррммн 
ŜƳŀƛƭΥ YǊƛǎǝ[ϪŎƻƳŎŀǎǘΦƴŜǘ 
ŦŀȄΥ срм-пмф-унлл 
ǿǿǿΦŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ-ǊŜŀƭǘȅΦŎƻƳκƪƭŀǊǎƻƴ 

mailto:erickson3652@gmail.com
mailto:erickson3652@gmail.com
tel:763-360-5075
mailto:KristiL@comcast.net
http://www.counselor-realty.com/klarson

